2008 Chapter of the Year Award
Program

A chapter must demonstrate strong leadership in mission-driven, volunteer-led, community-based activities that have been effective in improving the health of mothers and babies.
West Virginia – Small Chapter Winner 

The West Virginia Chapter has one of the highest rates of smoking among pregnant women of all states in the U.S.  In 2008, the West Virginia Chapter provided strong leadership around this issue, coordinating the efforts of several local stakeholder groups in providing professional education and services to help pregnant women quit smoking.

In 2008, the chapter launched its March of Dimes NICU Family Support( Program at Charleston Area Medical Center, and provided services to 400 families throughout the year.

The chapter also positioned the March of Dimes as a strong and visible leader on the issue of late preterm birth - providing education, technical assistance, and funding to a collaborative of fourteen hospitals.  Each of these hospitals has volunteered to engage in quality improvement efforts to reduce the numbers of c-sections and elective inductions prior to 39 weeks gestation.

