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NEWS FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
The Central Virginia Division of the March of Dimes is pleased to announce that Dr. Melanie Green, Vice President and Provost of the Bon Secours Memorial College of Nursing, has agreed to serve as the Event Chair of the Inaugural 2011 Central Virginia Nurse of the Year Awards Gala to be held Saturday, November 12 at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. The Bon Secours Memorial College of Nursing is the event’s Presenting Sponsor.
The Nurse of the Year Awards Gala will recognize Central Virginia nurses in nearly 20 fields of nursing specialties such as advanced practice, nurse educators, nursing administration, emergency care, behavioral health, critical care, pediatrics, public health, NICU nurses, Nursing Department heads etc.  Nursing Students may also be nominated for a “Rising Star” award. 
Nominations for Nurse of the Year can come from anyone – other nurses, physicians, administrators, patients, students, friends, family members – anyone who has been touched by the special care nurses show every day.  Make a nomination by visiting http://www.marchofdimes.com/virginia/6728_27569.asp    
In addition to recognizing nearly 20 top nurses in Central Virginia, this event will also bring awareness to the nursing shortage facing our Commonwealth while supporting the March of Dimes mission of stronger, healthier babies.

Gala Event Chair Dr. Melanie Green, PhD, RN, CNE, has been at BSMCON since July 2010. As chief academic officer and lead administrator of a newly transitioned hospital-based diploma program to a baccalaureate degree-granting college, Dr. Green serves BSMCON, an institution that has provided excellence in nursing education since 1961 to the Richmond area. With an [image: image2.jpg]


 enrollment of approximately 300 students, a full-time faculty of 40, and a staff of 25, future plans include development of health sciences programs and provision of centralized educational services for Bon Secours Health System, a $3 billion healthcare system with locations in 7 states along the Atlantic seaboard.

Prior to her arrival at BSMCON, Dr. Green served as Dean of the School of Nursing at Our Lady of the Lake College in Baton Rouge, LA, for six years. The School of Nursing, with a budget of approximately $8,000,000 encompassed 45 full-time faculty and 14 support staff, and had programs at the associate, baccalaureate, and master’s levels with locations in both Baton Rouge and New Orleans.  These programs include: traditional ASN, accelerated ASN, LPN-RN transition, RN-BSN transition, MSN (educator and administrator tracks), and MS in nurse anesthesia.  With an enrollment of approximately 600 students and 500+ pre-nursing students awaiting admission to its programs, the School of Nursing is the largest unit of Our Lady of the Lake College. 

Dr. Green worked for 20 years at Our Lady of the Lake in various positions, including Associate Professor of Nursing, Acting Vice President for Academic Affairs, Associate of Science in Nursing Program Director and RN-BSN Program Curriculum Coordinator.

She worked as a staff nurse at Woman’s Hospital in Baton Rouge from 1983 to 1990.

Her professional experience also includes:

· Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges On-Site Peer Reviewer

· Louisiana Association of Independent Colleges and Universities Representative on standing committees for the Louisiana Nursing Supply and Demand Council 

· National League of Nursing Ambassador

· Louisiana State Board of Nursing, Taskforce on Nursing Education, 2004 – 2007, member  

· Developed examination items for National Council of State Boards of Nursing, National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX-RN), and Educational Testing Services, Princeton, N.J.

Dr. Green has secured funding and grants totaling over $6 million for numerous projects in a variety of health-related topics. She has presented programs at local, regional, and national, and international conferences on nursing and education. She was an integral force in the revitalization of the Louisiana League for Nursing and served as its President from 2009 to 2010.

During her career, she has received many honors, including:

· Nursing Excellence Award, 21st Annual “Celebrate Nursing” Banquet, Baton Rouge District Nurses’ Association

· Recognized as one of the “85 Who Made A Difference,” Our Lady of the Lake College Alumni Association

· Nursing School Administrator of the Year, 2008, Annual Nightingale Awards sponsored by the Louisiana State Nurses’ Association and Louisiana Nurses’ Foundation

· Our Lady of the Lake College Endowed Professorship, 2007-08 and 2004-05

· Sigma Theta Tau International Honor Society of Nursing

· Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society

Dr. Green has served on a number of educational committees and been an active community volunteer. She received her Diploma in Nursing from our Lady of the Lake School of Nursing and her Bachelor of Science from Southeastern Louisiana University, Master of Nursing from Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center in New Orleans, and Doctor of Philosophy degree from Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge.

Dr. Green and her husband, Neal, have two children, Ashley and Meghann, and two dogs. Her hobbies include reading, knitting, walking/running, yoga and travel.

The Bon Secours Memorial College of Nursing – now in its 50th year – is dedicated to the development of world-class professional health professionals who are servant leaders; to promoting the advancement of discipline scholarship; and to serving as a center of education excellence therefore providing "good help to those in need."

Bon Secours Virginia, the fourth largest and only faith-based health system in the Commonwealth, is comprised of Bon Secours Richmond and Bon Secours Hampton Roads. Bon Secours Virginia includes seven award-winning hospitals; four in Richmond and three in Hampton Roads. Bon Secours brings together a network of hospitals, primary care practices, ambulatory care sites and continuing care facilities to provide quality health care services to thousands of Virginians. The not-for-profit Catholic health system employs about 11,000 people.

The March of Dimes, a non-profit organization, funds research, education, community programs and advocacy for the prevention of birth defects, premature birth and infant mortality.  The March of Dimes works for the good health of all babies.

For more information about the Nurse of the Year Awards Gala, contact Betsy Rhodes at 804-968-4120 or brhodes@MarchofDimes.com 
