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March of Dimes grant to East Bay Community Action Program will strengthen programs for moms and babies
(Providence, RI, June, 2011) - The March of Dimes Rhode Island has awarded a grant to East Bay Community Action Program to support their risk reduction initiative, a  program that fills an unmet maternal and child health care need in Rhode Island’s East Bay communities. This project will improve East Bay Community Action Program’s prenatal risk reduction efforts through expansion of their Centering Pregnancy program and initiation of a pilot prenatal tobacco cessation group based on the Centering model.  Smoking is known to contribute to premature birth and low birth weight.     


This grant is one of the many ways the March of Dimes helps fulfill its mission to prevent premature birth, birth defects and infant mortality.  “I’m pleased to hear of the March of Dimes commitment to East Bay Community Action – the ability to strengthen programs that are proven effective is extremely important,” said M. Teresa Paiva Weed, President of the Rhode Island State Senate. “As my colleagues and I work at the General Assembly to strengthen and support state investments in maternal and child health it is imperative that we have strong partners like the March of Dimes and East Bay Community Action.” 
East Bay Community Action Program provides high-quality, comprehensive and accessible health and human services to assist clients in achieving their fullest potential.  
The March of Dimes is a national voluntary health agency whose mission is to improve the health of babies by preventing birth defects, premature birth and infant mortality. Founded in 1938, the March of Dimes funds programs of research, community services, education, and advocacy to save babies and in 2003 launched a campaign to address the increasing rate of premature birth. For more information, visit the March of Dimes Web site at marchofdimes.com or its Spanish language Web site at nacersano.org.
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