
Anticipated conference costs 

Two day conference: $200* 

One day attendance: $125* 

Monday OPQC session only: $25 

Monday evening reception only: $30 

Tuesday Health Leadership luncheon only: $40  

*One or two day registration covers all meals and activities on 

applicable dates 

 

Registration materials will be available at 

www.marchofdimes.com/ohio in August. Contact Becky 

Johnson Rescola, bjohnson-rescola@marchofdimes.com 

or 216-643-3330, to request an exhibitor application or 

with questions. 

Featured Speakers: 
 
James Collins, MD, MPH, Attending Neonatologist and Neonatal Intensive Care Unit Medical Director, Children’s 
Memorial Hospital, Chicago; Attending Neonatologist, Prentice Women’s Hospital; Professor of Pediatrics, 
Northwestern University 
 
Dean Coonrod, MD, MPH, Chair and Director of Clinical Research, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, 
Medical Professionals of Arizona; Associate Professor of Clinical Obstetrics and Gynecology, University of Arizona 
 
Brian Jack, MD, Associate Professor and Vice Chair for Academic Affairs, Department of Family Medicine, Boston 
University School of Medicine/Boston Medical Center 
 
Art James, MD, Staff Physician and Founding Medical Director, Women’s Health, Borgess Medical Center; Staff 
Physician, Family Health Center, Kalamazoo; Associate Clinical Professor, Michigan State University Medical School 
 
Anthony Sciscione, D.O., Residency Program Director and Director of  Maternal-Fetal Medicine, Christiana Care 
Health System, Delaware; Professor, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Drexel University College of Medicine 
 
M. Terese Verklan, PhD, CCNS, RNC, Professor / Neonatal Clinical Nurse Specialist, University of Texas Health 
Science Center at Houston School of Nursing; Staff nurse, Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital 

In addition to keynote speakers, the conference agenda 

will feature workshop and poster presenters. The Ohio 

Perinatal Quality Collaborative will offer an expanded 

information session to Ohio hospitals on Monday, 

November 16 as part of the conference. 

 

The conference is joint sponsored by March of Dimes, 

Ohio Chapter and Nationwide Children’s Hospital. 

Corporate support is provided by Cardinal Health 

Foundation, Hologic, and MedImmune. 

Improving the Grade  
Promoting Healthy Birth Outcomes through the Prevention of 
Prematurity, Birth Defects, and Infant Mortality 

 
November 16 and 17, 2009 
Columbus Airport Marriott 

For hotel reservations, visit the Columbus Airport 

Marriott link or call 1-800-491-5717. Room rates 

are $129 per night.  

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/cmham?

groupCode=modmoda&app=resvlink&fromDate=11/15

/09&toDate=11/17/09   

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/cmham?groupCode=modmoda&app=resvlink&fromDate=11/15/09&toDate=11/17/09
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/cmham?groupCode=modmoda&app=resvlink&fromDate=11/15/09&toDate=11/17/09
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/cmham?groupCode=modmoda&app=resvlink&fromDate=11/15/09&toDate=11/17/09


Tentative Conference Agenda 
 
Improving the Grade 
Seeking better birth outcomes by preventing birth defects, premature birth and infant mortality 
 

November 16 ς 17, 2009 
Columbus Airport Marriott 
 

Monday, November 16 
 
8 AM τ Registration and continental breakfast 
 
10 AM τ Welcome  
 
10:30 AM — Keynote Speakers: Brian Jack, MD and Dean Coonrod, MD, MPH 
 
12 PM — Lunch (provided) 
 
1:15 PM — Workshop sessions and concurrent Ohio Perinatal Quality Collaborative session 
 
4:15 PM — Keynote Speaker: Anthony Sciscione, D.O.  
 
5 PM – Reception 
 
6 PM — Keynote Speaker: Art James, MD 
 
7:30 PM — Day concludes 
 

Tuesday, November 17 ς Prematurity Awareness Day 
 
8 AM τ Registration and continental breakfast 
 
9 AM τ Welcome, release of March of Dimes prematurity report card 
 
10:15 AM — Workshop sessions 
 
11:45 AM – Health Leadership Awards luncheon with keynote address by James Collins, MD, MPH 
 
1:30 PM  — Workshop sessions 
 
3 PM – Keynote Speaker: M. Terese Verklan, PhD, CCNS, RNC 
 
4 PM – Conference concludes 
 

Contact hours will be awarded to nurses who attend the entire event.  The policy of The Ohio Department of Health Continuing Nursing 
Education Program requires that all planners and speakers (anyone in a position to control the content of the education activity) disclose 
all relevant financial relationships with commercial interests.  Planners and presenters deny any conflict of interest as it pertains to the 
content to be presented in this activity. 
 

 

 

 


