
The mission of the March of Dimes is to improve the health of babies by preventing birth defects, premature birth, and infant mortality.

2009 ADVOCACY ISSUES
The March of Dimes and our advocacy partners, Tennessee Perinatal Association (TPA), Association of Women’s Health, Obstetric 

and Neonatal Nurses (AWHONN), and Tennessee Initiative on Perinatal Quality Care (TIPQC)  advocate for healthy babies in 
Tennessee by promoting smoke-free initiatives, improvement of pregnancy outcomes for infants, and continuation of

other initiatives benefiting the health of pregnant women and children.

Smoking Issues: Direct and indirect exposure to smoke during pregnancy has 
been linked to preterm births (less than 37 weeks gestation), low birthweight 
infants (less than 5 1/2 lbs), and infant mortality (death within the 1st year of life). 
(National Vital Statistics, 2002).

• In Tennessee in 2007, 26.6% of women ages 18-44 reported smoking, 
compared to 21.2% overall in the U.S.

•According to the Tennessee Department of Health (TDOH), 19.2% of women 
reported smoking during pregnancy in 2006.  The rate of preterm birth was 
higher among women who smoked (14.5%) than among those who did not 
smoke (12.2%).

•Between 2004 and 2006, the rate of low birthweight births was higher among 
women who smoked cigarettes during pregnancy (13.4%) than among those who 
did not smoke (8.7%). 

•Among infants born to women who smoked cigarettes while pregnant, the 
mortality rate was 13.2 deaths per 1,000 live births between 2004 and 2005.

•Secondhand Smoke has been linked to reduced fetal growth and increased risk 
of low birthweight in pregnant mothers. (A Report of the Surgeon General, 2005)

OUR RECOMMENDATION:  Maintain the statewide smoking ban.


