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Join the  
March for Babies 

Online Fundraising: 
Here®s how to get 

started... 
1. Go to:  

     marchforbabies.org 

2. Choose ¯join a team° or 
¯create a new team.° 

3. For returning teams, locate 
your team. 

4. Choose location.      

5. Complete the           

      personal profile. 

6. Save username and  

     password. 

7. E-mail link to your family, 
friends and coworkers.  

8. Check your progress  

 frequently! 

9.  Enjoy special promotions 
just for online  

 participants! 
 
 
 

Did you know? 
Online participants 

raise more than twice 
as much as those who 

only use traditional 
methods? 

One day all babies will be 
born healthy.  But we®ll have 
to walk to get there.  Help us 
give every baby a healthy 
start by signing up at  
marchforbabies.org.  

Top Family Teams  
in 2008  

Who will be on top in 2009? 
 

Davidson®s Twins 
$8,793.30 
Chas® Champs 

$6,08.06 
Schemm, Schemmlettes 

$5,259.00 
Moms Making a Difference 

$4,479.64 
Ciro®s Crusaders 

$4,427.00 
Bane & Haley®s Legacy 

$4,145.00 
Marshall®s Angels 

$3,955.00 
Carsyn®s Team 

$3,773.75 
Saffles, Rylie 

$3,595.00 
Glenn®s Giant Steps 

$3,500.00 
Bradley Family 

$3,480.00 
The Crocks Rock 

$3,429.00 

Family Team 
Walker 



                                                                                                    
 Hope° and it is our hope that we 

can raise money to help the March 
of Dimes as well as help raise 
awareness as to the importance of 
this most worthy charity! 
 
Our hearts are so grateful for our 
many blessings!  Walking for babies 
like Hudsen is just on of the ways to 
honor our tiny angels for their 
courage, strength and determina-
tion for life! 
 

³ Nicole and Mike Hold 

 

Veteran Family Team 
 Spotlight 

The Crocks Rock in Charleston 
Get Charleston Southern  

Baseball Team Involved with  
Campaign 

 
David and Kim Crocker and their 
Crocks Rock family team in Charleston 
have joined with the Charleston South-
ern University Baseball Team to sup-
port the March of Dimes mission.  First 
year Head Coach, Stuart Lake, wanted 
the team to become involved in the 
community and chose the March of 
Dimes.  Kim shared her story with the 
baseball team at their kickoff on Janu-
ary 12th.  Kim arranged for the whole 
team to be able to tour the MUSC 
NICU where her children had spent 
time. Thanks to Kathy Chase (NICU 
manager) and Megan Dean (NICU 
nurse), the baseball team was given a 
tour.  Among the babies in the unit, 
they saw a 24 week old child who 
weighed only 1 lb 3 oz.  The reality of 
seeing this was overwhelming as the 
pictures and examples Kim had given 
them at the kickoff did not compare to 
seeing it in real life.   
George Schaefer, one of the players 
whose own sister was born prema-
turely  at 28 weeks commented, ¯When 
you step into the NICU, there is a new 
found respect for life, as every child in 
the unit is fighting day in and day out 
for another day, week, month and 
hopefully years.  The staff at MUSC is 
truly a group of miracle performers, 
aiding the newborns in their battle 
against the odds.°  
With 32 young men plus coaches, the 
CSU team hopes to help out tremen-
dously.  The team will be a part of the 
Crocks Rock team this year.  Coach 
Lake®s purpose is not only to give back 
to the community, but to also show 
the team members what real life is like.  
¯CSU Baseball and NICU will have a 
special relationship due to the work of 
people like Kim and David Crocker.  We 
feel privileged to be a part of this rela-
tionship,° says Lake. David and Kim feel 
blessed to continue to share their story 
and make more people aware.  ¯We are 
so thankful to Coach Lake for wanting 
to instill these life long skills into these 
young men°, says Kim.  Kim has also 
recruited the CSU Kinesiology Club 
who are planning a 5K at the University 
with part of the proceeds going to the 
March of Dimes. 
 

 

 

New Family Team 
Spotlight 
Hudsen®s Story 

 
The following is a letter written by 
the mother of one of our new fam-
ily teams, Hudsen®s Hope¤ 
 
As I reflect on this time in our life, I 
think it is safe to say that our 
daughter Hudsen had a plan all 
along...and that plan was to born in 
Gamecock Country and to be 
called a ¯Carolina Girl° through and 
through!  You see, her daddy is a 
former USC quarterback and her 
Mama was born and raised in South 
Carolina!  How could she possibly 
let me get on that plane and head 
back to Ohio for her delivery? 
So, after our annual trip to Fripp 
Island for the 4th, and our baby 
shower the day after, our world 
suddenly changed forever!  On July 
14, 2007, our journey as parents of a 
premature baby began.  I had only 
carried her for 27 weeks and her 
precious tiny body only weighed a 
little over 2 pounds!  How could 
this be happening to us?  After 
many years of fertility treatments, 
we finally had our baby and now all 
we heard were the grim statistics! 
 
With many uncertainties ahead, 
Mike and I, with our family by our 
side and the Lord to guide the way, 
were ready to do whatever neces-
sary to help give our Hudsen Blease 
a fighting chance.  For the next 58 
days we virtually lived in then NICU 
with her, holding her, reading, sing-
ing and praying for a miracle!  We 
developed so many special relation-
ships with our NICU family, and are 
truly blessed to have them in Hud-
sen®s life!  We are also grateful for 
the March of Dimes and their years 
of research that enabled Hudsen a 
chance at life!  This will be our first 
year to walk as a family team for 
the ¯March for Babies!°  Our team 
will consists of our family, friends 
and even members of our NICU 
family!  Our team name is ¯Hudsen®s   

March for Babies By  

Numbers 

1. Nationally, more than seven million 
people are involved as walkers, 
sponsors and volunteers. 

2. March for Babies has raised nearly 
$1.5 billion to help give babies a 
healthy start in life. 

3. There are March for Babies sites in 
1,100 communities across the nation 
and more than two dozen sites in 
South Carolina! 

³ Hudsen Blease Hold 

If you are a new family team, or one 
that has walked with us before and 
have a special story about your team 
or any unique fundraising ideas your 
team is doing, please e-mail your story 
along with  any pictures to  
aedmunds@marchofdimes.com. 
We®d like to highlight your team in our 
next newsletter! 



 
Thank you to our sponsors: 

 

PeriStats:  
Stats in Seconds!  

 

Another GREAT online resource 

is marchofdimes.com/peristats . 

On this site you can access sta-

tistics in South Carolina on pre-

term birth, newborn screenings, 

prenatal care and many other 

maternal and child health top-

ics. 

 

For instance, did you know that 

1 in 6 babies in South Carolina 

are born prematurely?  Or that 

7% of all live births are to moth-

ers that received no prenatal 

care? That®s almost 650 babies 

each year!  

 

You can easily create graphs 

and charts on maternal and 

child health statistics in our 

state with just a few clicks! 

Then share with friends, family 

and colleagues as part of your 

conversations about March for 

Babies!  

 

Did You Know¤ 
 

¤March of Dimes is using  
YouTube.com  to make educational 
and promotional videos accessible 

right from your computer!  There are 
more than 800 March of Dimes video 
segments currently on YouTube.  You 

can find information and answers 
about pregnancy, newborn care, folic 
acid, prematurity, genetic disorders, 
birth defects and much more. The 

March of Dimes YouTube channel is 
appropriate for all ages and engages 

everyone in our mission to give every 
baby a healthy start. 

 
Visit the March of Dimes YouTube at 

YouTube.com/marchofdimes and 
become a registered user. You will 
receive an email update every time 
the March of Dimes uploads a new 

educational video. 

 

Calling all Bloggers!  We need 
your help to infect others 

with our passion for babies! 
 

 
 
 
 
Are you a member of MySpace, 
Facebook, Xanga, Moms Like Me...?  
The list can go on and on.  If so, we 
need your help.  We are asking our 
champions to help promote March 
for Babies and increase awareness of 
our mission with your blog.  Not only 
will blogging connect friends and 
family to your personal online fund-
raising page, it will also help you in-
fect others with your passion for 
giving every baby a healthy start.  
Please call Ashley for content ideas 
at (803) 252-5200. 

       

 
South Carolina Gears Up For a Record Year in Family Team Participation 

 
Family Teams are registering for March for Babies 2009 daily!  Families, clubs, organizations and other community 
groups throughout South Carolina who have been touched by the mission of the March of Dimes make up the    
diverse group of family teams gearing up to walk in April.  In 2008, South Carolina had over 235  Family Teams par-
ticipating, raising over $171,000.  The Davidson Twins in Greenville were the top 2008 team raising over $8,700.00.  
We want to make 2009 a ¯Banner Year° for Family Teams.  With a little over 2 months to go we are hopeful to enlist 
as many Family Teams around the state as we can to help in the fight to save babies® lives. If you know of a family 
that would make a great team, please encourage them to participate by going to marchforbabies.org or calling  
1-800-525-9255. Be a part of this year®s excitement and register today! 

Want to create your own  
Family Team T-shirt? 

Visit 
Double D Promotions Today! 
@ www.doubledpromos.com 
Ask for Dominic D®Amato 

(843) 412-3747 
doubledpromos@aol.com 

Proud Supporter of The March of Dimes 
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Chapter Website Redesign! 
Be sure to visit our updated web site at marchofdimes.com/southcarolina next time you are on the web. 
You®ll find March for Babies information³including Team Captain and Family Team tools³as well as links to 
our March for Babies sponsors® sites. We®ll be highlighting our local March for Babies ambassador stories too. 
 
You®ll also find important news about our chapter³including community grant information, our Prematurity 
Campaign updates, how the March of Dimes works with local hospitals and our fall Special Events calendar. 

Be sure to visit us soon! 

In 2007, four friends started Team Marshall®s Angels.  
They were four friends with one common bond.  
They all had premature babies.  Though each of their 
experiences were different, they all knew what it was 
like to live the emotional day to day in the NICU.  
They joined March for Babies to celebrate their sons 
and to honor the lives of those who were taken too 
soon.  They all feel very strongly about supporting 
the March of Dimes effort to give every baby a 
healthy start.  They hope that one day no family will 
ever have to go through the experience of a prema-
ture child. In 2008, the team successfully raised 
$3,955.  This year, the team is flexing their muscle for 
stronger healthier babies in an effort to surpass last 
year®s fundraising efforts.  I n addition to online fund-
raising, they are reaching out to the virtual commu-
nity through Facebook. 


